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to stay with a godmother, and during his visit was
greatly honoured by an invitation from Prince
Radziwill, who was governor of the Grand Duchy
of Posen, and related by marriage to the Prussian
royal family. The Prince, in fact, was an im-
portant person. But his importance in the present
context lies not so much in his position and power
as in the fact that he was an accomplished musi-
cian. He composed, played the violoncello and
had a good tenor voice. After this first visit
Fryderyk was frequently a guest at the Prince's
country house, where he composed 'cello pieces for
the Prince and made music with his family. In
1827, Fryderyk, having finished his terms at the
Lyceum, paid a visit to Danzig. (It was in this
year that he composed the Rondo in Mazurka
style which later was so much admired by
Schumann.) During the following year he was
again a guest at Prince Radziwill's forest-encircled
house and was working at his G minor Trio for
pianoforte, violin and violoncello. In September
of the same year, greatly excited, he started on a
five-day journey to Berlin by coach. His first
impressions were of a " much-too-big town " the
environs of which " on this side " were neat, clean
and circumspect without being particularly beau-
tiful. As for the alleged beauty of the Berlin
women, he failed to see it. " They dress, that's
true, but it's pitiful to see the gorgeous rumpled
muslins on such dowdy images."

In Berlin he made a point of hearing as many
operas as possible.   Among others that left an